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Nilai yang mana yang akan kita 
gunakan...menentukan peradaban 

kita...                                                  



 



 



Jadi... Apakah evolusi dari gambar kiri 
ke kanan selalu menjadi lebih baik? 

 

• Dari tradisionalisme ke modernisme? 

• Apakah ada nilai yang tergeser? 

• Nilai itu apa? 



Lahirlah bangsa “PENIRU”-  Apa 
impikasi terhadap nilai yang kita anut? 

 



 



 



 



Jadi di balik semua praktik...  

Ada “nilai” termasuk dalam praktik akuntansi 

• The shifft towards modernity- the 
shift towards “Western” civilization 



 



 



Is Accounting Faith? 

• FAITH= strong belief or trust in someone or 
something 

 



Accounting History 

• Accounting was brought into Italy by the Muslim 
traders.  These Muslim activities in accounting was 
captured by Luca Pacioli, who is now better known as 
the father of accounting (one of a misguided orientalist 
interests), in his book summa de arithmetica.  “In the 
name of God” was still written in Pacioli’s double book-
keeping, indicating the former thick spirituality of 
accounting, that was originally brought by Muslim 
traders.  As the Christians separated themselves from 
the Catholics at that time, Islamic accounting soon lost 
its transcendental spirituality. 



Accounting “Today” is filled with 
Western Gene- Attached Faith  

• Placing it this way, capitalism can be seen to have a pseudo-
religion/spiritual principles as Attached Faith instead of Embedded 
Faith.  This can be seen from the process of accounting evolution. 
As there was repeating attachment and detachment between 
religion and knowledge, it could be apprehended that the mindset 
of Western ‘gene’ is rationalism.   

• This gene has been strengthened by the protestant ethics and 
Jewish spirit through new values namely capitalism.  This indicates 
that even if we are viewing accounting as tool, this ‘tool’ has been 
developed based upon (religious) faith!  

• Ever since the era of Plato and Aristoteles, there has been an 
eternal philosophical battle about paganistic view of spirit and 
nature. The battle is between religion as an Embedded Faith (which 
is faith that becomes the true source of knowledge) and Attached 
Faith (faith that is simply being attached hence can easily be pulled 
out). Weber (1930, p. xxxv) claims capitalism as a Western-inherited 
nature that is ‘genetically’ passed down from one generation to 
another .  



State of Modernity 

• It is without doubt to state that the prevailing system 
of capitalism (evolution for the sake of increasing 
laissez faire and self interest through free market 
toward capital accumulation), is a problem with today’s 
economy  

• This problem might arise, as claimed by Carrier (2005, 
p. 443), because of the redefinition of economics as a 
study of price formation.  Any intrinsic value is 
regarded as meaningless metaphysics and primitive, 
therefore religion and ethics, for example, ought to be 
rejected.  There is no other meaning to value but price, 
and it is viewed that there is no justice outside the 
market itself.   
 



Western as Centre of Culture 
(DIFFUSIONISM- Theory of Athropology) 

• Under diffusionism, civilization is formed because of the 
existence of assumed center of culture.  The West, for 
example, because of its asumed stance being the center of 
culture, feel the right to dominate and conquer the world.   

•  Nowadays, the Western culture is represented by the 
existence of multi national corporations, whose purpose as 
elucidated by Perkins (2006, p. 31) is to dominate through  
“corporatocracy...[as] the new elite who had made up their 
mind to rule the planet”.  Similar stance is also taken by the 
Jew as stated by Ford (2006).  

• With this regard, the Western accounting plays its role and 
difuses to all areas assuming its superiority.  The Western 
as well as its accomplishes (i.e the locals who have Western 
education) become the  agents of acculturation.  



ORIENTALISM 

 



Blind Faith of Accounting 

• Accounting education system has followed the positivism as a true 
‘religion’: 

 
“The million dollars donated towards conferences, research projects, 
and chairs in positive accounting research has installed antinormative 
bias in the educational system.  University students are not instructed 
in the normative activity of reasoning out the “correct” expense, 
revenue, asset or claim; rather they are drilled in rote learning of FASB 
rules.  In short, faithful to the positive accounting tradition, teaching 
has focussed on, “what is”, not “what should be”.  Indeed the blind 
faith in what the rules are has displaced any conception of where the 
rules come from...” (Tinker and Puxty 1995, p. 10) 
•   

 



Accounting Faith= Self Interest 

• The true religion that has replaced transcendental religion 
is adamantly stated by Jensen (1993, p. 45) that self-
interest that can work more efficient in a structured 
authority: 

• “I am sceptical of our ability to change human nature.  
Thousand of years of effort by all great religions of the 
world have failed to eradicate the reality of self interest.  
Instead, I place my bets on the institutional structures, 
contracts and informal arrangements that we create to 
reduce conflict, to govern our relations, and to increase the 
extent of cooperation and the benefits we reap from it.  
Such efforts, which arise from self interest, are privately 
rewarding and improve the quality of life in our society”s 
 



The Root of Self Interest= 
INDIVIDUALISM 

• This self-interest is the key of modernity problems 
because of its individualism.  This is supported by Bell 
(1978, p 16-22): 

• “The fundamental assumption of modernity, the 
thread that has run through Western civilization since 
the sixteenth century, is that the social unit of society is 
not the group, the guild, the tribe, or the city, but the 
person.... In the economy, there arises the bourgeouis 
entrepreneur...What defines bougeouis society is not 
needs but wants... Society is seen...as a composite 
atomistic individuals who pursue only their own 
gratification”. 
 



Accounting Education=  
Spreading the faith 

• Indonesia followed the Dutch system the 
World War II when the Japanese took over 
Indonesia and started training accountants 
during 1942-1944.  Distinguished Indonesian 
accountants were first recognized after the 
Japanese occupancy, namely Prof. Sindian 
Jayadiningrat, Prof. Rachmat Sumitro, Prof. S. 
Hadibroto and  Prof. Sumarjo.   



Peran Pendidikan 

• After Indonesian indepedence in 1945,  Universitas 
Indonesia (UI) established master accounting major in 
1953.  Soon UI modelled its accounting education using 
“guided study system” after a plan that was employed 
in the US. Accounting education evolved further into 
Western accounting starting from 1958, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture as well as the Directorate of 
Higher Education and the Consortium of Economic 
Science has outlined programs for Indonesian 
accounting academics to study abroad mainly in the 
US.  During this education process they acquired and 
then transferred Western values (secularism) in 
accounting 
 



Menurunkan suatu pemikiran menjadi 
metode: 

• Referring to the Quran and the sirah rasul to relate to the formation 
of society as defined by Divine Will. 

• Taking Indonesia as one of many distinct cultural-geographical type 
as a base to develop Islamic Accounting Anthropology.  This 
research will portray how Indonesian Muslims are still in touch with 
their cultural core (i.e. Islam) in their everyday life that reflect their 
accountabilities to Allah SWT. 

• Collecting and documenting several works to justifty the need to 
return to Islamic anthropological framework with Islam as the 
essential value or ingredient for society/ummah formation in the 
way of maqashid syariah. 

• Providing several empirical findings on accounting education as a 
continuous effort to embed Islamic values and to prove that 
through long term effort in education, students as part of ummah 
will be emancipated and in turn will be able to emancipate society 
from the capitalism cage.  This is the essential findings of applied 
Islamic accounting anthropology. 



 


