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Research in this paradigm has a 
purpose “to understand and interpret” 

What are the tools that can be used to 
understand and interpret? 

• Phenomenology 

• Ethnography 

• Ethnomethodology 

• Hermeneutics 

 



PHENOMENOLOGY 

• A qualitative research that 

seeks to make EXPLICIT the 

IMPLICIT structure and 

meaning of human 

EXPERIENCE  (Sanders, 1992) 



Terms in Phenomenology 
• NOEMA  

• NOESIS 

• EPOCHE 

• EIDETIC REDUCTION 

• INTENTIONAL ANALYIS 



How to analyze using 
Phenomenology? 

 

• NOEMA: Objects that are perceived 

• NOESIS: Subjective apprehension 

• INTENTIONAL ANALYSIS: Correlation 
between noema and noesis 

 

 

 

(experiencer)---experiencing--experienced 

NOEMA NOESIS 



Phenomenology 



Epoche- Bracketing 

• Leaving out all personal biases, beliefs, 

preconceptions. 

• Focus! When one is focussing on one object, others 

are bracketed 

 



Eideitic Reduction 

• Process of abstracting essences 

from consciousness 



Phenomenology in 
accounting research... 

(How is specificaly it is used?) 



Research question: 
How is accounting 

education understood and 
interpreted? 

Noema Experience/ 
Intentional 
analysis 

Noesis Eidetic Reduction 



U N D E R S T A N D I N G  C U L T U R E  

Ethnography 



The use of ethnography in accounting 
research 

 The anthropological method (and genre) for the 
study of culture, can be very useful for producing 
longitudinal observations of organisational 
everyday life through which the functioning 
of accounting and control can be most fully 
appreciated (Hopwood, 1976, 1983). 



How to do ethnography... 

 In the anthropological tradition the participant 

observer immerses in the lives of the 
ethnography’s subjects by living in their 
communities, learning their practices, and studying 

their culture and social organisation. In-

depth participant observation and extensive 
fieldwork show institutions and organisations as 
systems of meaningful practices that are historically 
and politically contingent, and socially structured, 
yet open to change 



In ethnography, interview is not enough! 

 A key difficulty for the ethnographer of cultural 
practices is the fact that, unlike dramatic 
performances, ethnographic texts are not 
themselves action (Hastrup, 1997). Underlying 
those texts is, however, a period of shared 
practical experience between the 
participant observer and the ethnography’s 
subjects during which they had occasion to share 
at least aspects of a way of life. 


